
























Cfzapter 7 

Aert Van Tuyl - with which to weave his politically-motivated fable of "Captain Mission".49 The 

genesis of this story may have been the actual "massacre" of 30 pirates by natives which took place 

in 1697 while Aert Van Tuy! was at St. Maries. We may speculate that Aert sided with the natives 

against his former comrades, but this is only speculation. 

Whether Defoe's tales of Ort Van Tuyl are true or not, we do know for sure that Aert lived on 

Madagascar until at least 1714. That year, Captain Woodes Rogers was in Madagascar, buying 

slaves.so Rogers was evidently an ambitious man who sought to ingratiate himself with the 

Crown (He succeeded ... being appointed royal governor of the Bahamas in 1717). In order to do 

so, he probably pressured his slave suppliers to sign a document which he felt would help him 

politically in England. Thus, Rogers penned a remarkable document: To Her Most Excellent 

Majesty the Queen [Anne]. This document interests us not for its content, but because it provides 

direct evidence that Aert Van Tuyl was alive and well in Madagascar as late as 1714:51 

Dated at the Point Hopewell in 
Lat: 17° . 40' South, on the East 
Coast of the Island Madagascar 
the 25th May 1714 

Mark of Jeromo C. Barreer 
➔Aart van Tuyl 

Joseph Davids 
Benjamin Bisloof 
George Howell 

Mark of Patrik Drummond 
Thomas Elgar 
Robert Campbell 
Mark of Samuel T. Hutton 

James Bran 

Mark of Thomas Collins52

Mark of Zachariah Aroot 
Mark of Edward Roberts 

Whatever the reason for this document's existence, here is firm evidence that Aert Van Tuy! lived 

at least most of his adult !if e on Madagascar, probably farming, raising cattle, capturing slaves, 

and trading goods and slaves with the visiting ships. Here's how the business worked:53 

The head white men of each place where ships called to trade or slave, were the 
chief intermediaries through whom all business was arranged with the native 
chiefs, and for their services they charged the sum of £100 each ship, this being 
paid by the English slaver Eugenie to Arthur Gardiner in 1718, whilst others 
mention similar sums to Rivers, Collins and John Pro. 

< 

49 Scholars agree that this section of The General history of the Pyrates is pure fiction. This being the 
case, can we believe any of Defoe's stories about Aert Van Tuyl? Manuel Schonhorn, editor of Defoe's 
book states: " ... Defoe's account of [pirate] activities is remarkably consistent with the more sophisticated 
and academic investigations of the present day" i.e. probably true. [Defoe, pg. xxxix.] 

50 Defoe, pg. xxix. 

51 "To Her Most Excellent Majesty the Queen-," typed copy of English translation of a Dutch-language 
copy of the English language original. The English translation is in the correspondence of Phillip Gosse 
(from Graham Botha) in the Maritime Library, Greenwich, England. The Dutch copy is in the Dutch East 
India Co. Archives,  https://www.nationaalarchief.nl/onderzoeken/archief/1.04.02/invnr/1857/file/NL-
HaNA_1.04.02_1857_0081?eadID=1.04.02&unitID=1857&query=
52 Probably the same Thomas Collins imprisoned by Aert ca. 1702. 
53 Grey, pg. 55. 
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The standard ship's route was south from the City to the Watering Place on Staten Island, then

south through the treacherously shallow New Yorke Bay [solid line]. But Otto Van Tuyl's Castel

Del Rey made her way south from Jackques Bay, probably using standard sight lines [dotted],

based on alignment of landmarks, to help navigate through the poorly-charted waters. Otto 

probably went aground on the Middle Bank, which was apparently not charted at the time. 

Unorthodox routing, poor piloting, or overloading could all have been causative factors.








